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Madeleine 
 

In the mid 1850’s a true story of lies, deceit and death had the British public in its 
thrall; all eyes were on the young woman at the centre of the drama, Madeleine 
Hamilton Smith. The burning question on everyone’s lips was - did she poison 
her clandestine lover, Emile L’Angelier, and was a seed sown by a night at the 
opera?  It seems extraordinary that this oh-so-Victorian melodrama had 
previously not been retold on the operatic stage.   

With much of Jonathan Butcher’s libretto drawn from Madeleine and Emile’s 

poems and love letters, and with thrilling, atmospheric music by composer David 

Hackbridge Johnson, Surrey Opera has brought  this gripping  tragedy to life. 

Following the triumphant World Première on 30th September 2021, Surrey 
Opera continues to celebrate its fifty glorious years with two concert 
performances of the  revised score of this exciting new work.     

 

The Cast 

How to book 
St  Mary Magdalene Church 
Canning Road, Croydon CR0 6QD 
 

Performances   Thursday 17th and Friday 18th February 7pm   

Tickets  £15  (£12 for students) 
 

Booking online   
Ticketsource.co.uk/surrey-opera   or 020 8657 7909 if pay by cheque preferred 
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